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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF; IS 

SUB J : MOBILE HOMES FOR SOVIET REFUGEES 
REF: STATE 120352 

1. GOI MINISTRY OF HOUSING OFFICIALS EXTREMELY DISTRESSED AT 
NEWS OF CANCELLATION OF MOBILE HOMES PROJECT AND ARE WILLING 
TAKE ON EXTRA SHIPPING COSTS TO ASSURE DELIVERY. THEY POINT OUT 
THEY HAVE ALREADY MADE CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PREPARATIONS AND HAVE CANCELLED ORDERS FOR BRITISH CARAVANS. 
ENTHUSIASM FOR PROJECT HAS GROWN IN RECENT MONTHS AS HOUSING 
MINISTRY HAS BECOME MORE SENSITIVE TO CRITICISM ABOUT ITS SLOWNESS 
IN PROVIDING HOUSING SOLUTIONS. MOBILE HOME PROJECT PARTICULARLY 
ATTRACTIVE AS PILOT PROJECT TO TEST DESIRABILITY OF THIS SOLUTION 

IN CASE SUDDEN INFLUX OF NEW REFUGEES SHOULD PUT FURTHER STRAIN 
ON TIGHT HOUSING SITUATION. 

2. EMBASSY URGES DEPT TO REEXAMINE MATTER IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 
ZURHELLEN 
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